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Ellis said Tuesday from the Chicago head-
quarters of Farley Foods. “‘I met the family,
and when you stand there and realize that
her son’s heart is in your body, well, | just,
I get kind of choked up talking about it. |
could tell it was the same for her when she
looked at me.”

Ellis and the Robisons decided to share
their story to help increase awareness during
National Organ and Tissue Donor Awareness
Week, which began Sunday and runs through
Saturday.

Across the United States, transplant cen-
ters are suffering a critical shortage of or-
gans and tissue and have launched the first
nation-wide campaign to increase the num-
ber of donors. The Coalition on Donation has
enlisted Michael Jordan of the Chicago Bulls
as its national spokesman. Jordan will be
featured in 30-second radio and television
commercials, on billboards, transit advertis-
ing and through direct mailings throughout
the country.

The coalition is a national, non-profit alli-
ance that represents nearly 100 organizations
involved in organ and tissue procurement
and transplantation. The thrust of its cam-
paign is to motivate more Americans to dis-
cuss with family members their decision to
become donors. The coalition estimates that
permission required from next-of-Kin is de-
nied in 50% to 85% of the cases where there
is high potential for donation. Discussions
prior to death can eliminate confusion and
uncertainty about the desire to be a donor
and help make it easier for family members
to carry out a donor’s wishes, said coalition
president Howard Nathan.

More than 45,000 critically ill Americans
are on waiting lists for organ transplants,
with a new name added every 18 minutes.
Last year, more than 19,000 transplants were
performed in the United States. But 3,000
people died while waiting for a suitable
donor.

In Utah, 190 people are awaiting vital
organ transplants. And many more are in
need of tissue such as bone, skin and cor-
neas. During 1995, 207 patients received organ
transplants from 57 Utah donors.

Utah Gov. Mike Leavitt is joining the ef-
fort by holding a press conference at 10:15
a.m. today at University Hospital in the sec-
ond-floor conference room. And at noon,
Intermountain Organ Recovery System will
hold a tree planting ceremony in Canyon
Rim Park, 3100 S. 2900 East, in a tribute to
donor families and transplant recipients.

The decision to donate was an obvious
choice for Tracy and Conan Robison.

As a nurse at Utah Valley Regional Medi-
cal Center, Tracy Robison witnessed miracu-
lous changes in patients’ lives after their dis-
eased organs were replaced by healthy ones.

She was working at the hospital on the
evening of Sept. 12 when her mother called
and said Travis had been hit by a car a half-
block from home. “She said he was uncon-
scious and his legs were twisted. | didn’t to-
tally panic at that point because uncon-
scious to me is possibly not as critical,”
Robison said. ““We see it here all the time.”

But then the E.R. got a call from the am-
bulance en route. ““They said they were com-
ing in Code 3, which is the worst you could
come in with,” she said. Travis’ pupil’s were
fixed and he was breathing erratically. “The
worst insult was to his brain.”

Tests two days later confirmed Robison’s
worst fear: Travis was brain dead. Within a
few hours, transplant technicians were re-
moving his organs.

In addition to his heart going to Ellis,
Travis’ liver went to a father of five in
Springville and both kidneys went to two
different women in Salt Lake. And his eyes
restored the sight of two others.

“1 really think that somebody else should
have the opportunity to improve their life
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with something that somebody else doesn’t
need,” Robison said. “It’s not going to do
any good for Travis to keep it. And for me,
it has brought an incredible amount of peace
and happiness that others have been bene-
fited.”

When looking at Ellis, she added in a
choked voice, ““I can see Travis in so many
ways. | can’t think of a better person that
his little heart could have gone to. Travis
had a big heart and Bill does, too.”
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Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pleasure | rise before you today to commemo-
rate the 100th anniversary of the first Zionist
Congress. The first meeting of the Zionist
Congress occurred on August 29, 1897 with
204 participants from 17 countries. Now, 100
years later, the anniversary of this important
date will be celebrated by Jewish communities
across the world.

In 1897, the first Zionist Congress was
called in Basle, Switzerland with the purpose
of establishing the State of Israel as a home-
land for the Jewish people under public law.
Theodor Herzl emerged as the father of mod-
ern Zionism and founder of the World Zionist
Organization. He believed a mass exodus to
the Jewish homeland was the only response
to the anti-Semitism the Jews were faced with
in Europe. He wrote in his Zionist novel, “If
you will it, it is no legend,” a sentiment that
became the mantra of the Zionist movement.

Though Herzl never lived to see the estab-
lishment of the State of Israel, his legacy lived
on through the movement. The Zionists re-
mained committed to their goal throughout
several years of turmoil. Despite religious per-
secution by the Nazi regime in Europe, and an
intense struggle with militant Arab opposition,
the Jewish initiative prevailed. The Zionists’
goal was finally realized on May 14, 1948 with
the U.N. resolution of November 1947, which
established the State of Israel. This resolution
allowed the Jewish people to live in their his-
toric homeland, free from the religious perse-
cution they were facing in Europe.

Mr. Speaker, distinguished colleagues,
please join with me in commemorating the
100th anniversary of the Zionist Congress, an
organization which has shown perseverance
through adversity and a dedication to the prin-
ciples of the Judaism.
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Mr. TALENT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the city of St. Peters for the suc-
cessful implementation of WorkLink, the first
telecommuting center in the State of Missouri
and the entire Midwest. Opening in July 1996,
WorkLink was designed as a community-
based telecommunications center equipped to
provide individuals, businesses, and organiza-
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tions with a wide array of advanced tele-
communications and  related  services.
WorkLink promotes telecommuting as an effi-
cient way of doing business and helping em-
ployees better balance their time between
work and family.

WorkLink offers an alternative to many com-
panies and employees to maintain and en-
courage performance and productivity; assists
companies in cutting expenses by consolidat-
ing office and parking space; improves em-
ployee moral by accommodating work and
family needs; and helps the community by re-
ducing traffic congestion and improving air
quality.

Currently, two-thirds of the available space
at WorkLink is equipped with offices and
workstations with the advanced technology
and inter-connectivity to handle most ad-
vanced office telecommunication functions.
The facility houses many business types, in-
cluding engineering, financial, computer con-
sulting, computer programming, sales/market-
ing, healthcare, publishing, distance learning,
and charitable professionals.

By stepping out onto the cutting edge of
telecommuting, the city of St. Peters is offering
those in their community a tremendous oppor-
tunity. | am sure WorkLink will serve as a
model for other communities, and | commend
Mayor Tom Brown and Helen Robert,
WorkLink manager, for their vision and hard
work.
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Mrs. JOHNSON of Connecticut. Mr. Speak-
er, it is with great pride and appreciation that
| rise today to express my appreciation to
Zaiga Antonetti, for her tireless efforts for
small businesses in the State of Connecticut.

Ms. Antonetti has served on numerous
statewide and regional committees and com-
missions involving small business issues, and
worked hard to assure that the needs of Con-
necticut's small businesses are met. She
serves on the board of directors of the Con-
necticut Community Accounting Aid and Serv-
ices, Inc., and the Hartford Business Advisors.
She was twice honored by the U.S. Small
Business Administration for her work with
small business owners as Small Business Ad-
vocate of the Year and Women in Business
Advocate of the Year.

Zaiga deserves the many accolades she will
receive as she is honored for her accomplish-
ments and dedication. For her tremendous
contributions to small businesses in Connecti-
cut, | salute and thank her.

THE FREEDOM FROM RELIGIOUS
PERSECUTION ACT OF 1997
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Mr. HAMILTON. Mr. Speaker, the Commit-
tee on International Relations met last week to
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